
                      
 

Press Release: For Immediate Release 

Benestar Brands Announces Expansion in Scioto County, Ohio 

Minford, Ohio: July 25, 2022 –– Benestar Brands, an international food producer and the world’s 
leading producer of pork snacks, in collaboration with JobsOhio, Ohio Southeast Economic Development 
(OhioSE), and Scioto County Economic Development, today announced an investment of $2.5 million to 
expand their current operations in Scioto County. The new manufacturing and distribution facility will be 
located in the SOAR Business Park, adjacent to the Greater Portsmouth Regional Airport, in Minford, 
Ohio. The expansion is being supported by a tax credit from the Ohio Department of Development and a 
$100,000 JobsOhio Grant. 

“Benestar Brands currently employs more than 125 hard-working Ohioans at its first location in the state 
in Scioto County,” said J.P. Nauseef, President and CEO, JobsOhio. “We welcome the company’s 
continued growth in Ohio as it adds a new tortilla chip manufacturing facility and 40 new jobs for the 
region.” 

The new plant will add to Benestar’s existing footprint in Chicago Il, Arlington Tx, City of Industry Ca, 
Portsmouth Oh, and Saltillo, Mexico. The plant will manufacture tortilla chips and act as a regional 
consolidation center for pork snacks. Pork snacks will continue to be produced in the existing 
Portsmouth, OH facility. Benestar Brands will be investing new capital in the site and are projecting to 
bring 40 new jobs to Scioto County by 2025. 

“We’re excited to expand our existing operations in Scioto County and be partnering with the Southern 
Ohio Port Authority and Scioto County Commissioners on expanding our physical footprint,” said Bruce 
Myers, President of Benestar Brands. “The region has proven to be a good business partner; receiving 
additional support from our partnership with OhioSE and JobsOhio. We see this as an opportunity to 
leverage the favorable logistics to both the Northeast and Southeast regions and leverage a local team 
with expertise in food production.” 

The new facility will include warehousing capacity and bring the two operations under the same roof 
with shared warehousing, managerial staff, and cost efficiencies.  

Robert Horton, Director the Southern Ohio Port Authority, and Scioto County Economic Development 
Director, applauded the expansion. “We’ve worked hard to get this first building going, the support of 
the Scioto County Commissioners and our state and regional economic development partners, and now 
Benestar Brands, has been unprecedented. This will be the first of many developments out here at 
SOAR.” 

Commissioner Cathy Coleman shared her feelings of joy in the announcement. “We knew if we built it, 
they would come, and that good things would happen. This is just the beginning. Watch and see!”  

“When they announced the by-pass we knew we needed to get an economic flag planted out at SOAR,” 
said Commissioner Bryan Davis. “We’ve invested millions in infrastructure and the first spec building. 



This is great news for our community. Benestar will have an even larger manufacturing footprint now 
and we anticipate an amazing productive relationship moving forward!”  

Commissioner Chairman Scottie Powell was elated and very glad to see positive traction. “Having 
Benestar on board and working with us to make this happen is phenomenal. Congratulations to Robert 
Horton, his team, and Benestar Brands. The plan is working!” 

“OhioSE is extremely pleased to be able to support Benestar Brands’ expansion into the brand new 
Scioto County Port Authority’s speculative building at the Scioto County Airport at Minford,” said OhioSE 
President Mike Jacoby. “Evans Food Group has long been a valuable employer in Scioto County. The 
expansion into a tortilla chip line secures their future here and will add quality jobs to the market. We 
also congratulate the County Development Director Robert Horton and the Scioto County 
commissioners on filling their building in record time. This was a great success all around.” 

 

Contact: Bruce Myers, President: 740.354.6655 or Bruce.myers@benestarbrands.com; Matt Englehart, 
JobsOhio Communications Manager: 614.300.1152 and englehart@jobsohio.com; or Sarah Arnold, 
OhioSE Director of Communication & Marketing: 740.525.5510 and sarah@ohiose.com. 

Benestar Brands is a premium, differentiated snack food company that inspires wellness in its 
consumers, its brands, and its people while delivering extraordinary returns for customers and 
stakeholders. Benestar Brands is a global producer of branded pork rinds, private-label/co-packed pork 
rinds, and pork pellets. The company’s portfolio spans several delicious snacks: pork skins, cracklins, and 
tortilla chips—all reaching a vibrant and growing market. Learn more at benestarbrands.com.  

Scioto County Economic Development works to bring increased business to communities in Scioto 
County through local, state and regional collaborations. Learn more at 
sciotocountyohdevelopment.com. 

Ohio Southeast Economic Development (OhioSE) is the JobsOhio Network Partner for southern, 
eastern, and southeastern Ohio, providing economic development work and resources in 25 rural 
counties; they are the newest and geographically the largest of the six regions across the state. OhioSE 
partners closely with regional development districts, local economic development offices, state 
agencies, and other entities to expand, retain, and attract businesses in the counties they serve. Learn 
more at OhioSE.com. 

JobsOhio is a private nonprofit economic development corporation designed to drive job creation and 
new capital investment in Ohio through business attraction, retention and expansion. The organization 
also works to seed talent production in its targeted industries and to attract talent to Ohio though Find 
Your Ohio. JobsOhio works with six regional partners across Ohio: Dayton Development Coalition, Ohio 
Southeast Economic Development, One Columbus, REDI Cincinnati, Regional Growth Partnership and 
Team NEO. Learn more at www.jobsohio.com. Follow us on LinkedIn, Twitter and Facebook. 
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