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Press Release: For Immediate Release

Village of Glouster Seeing New Investment and Revitalization

Glouster, Ohio: September 22, 2021 — The Village of Glouster in Athens County is seeing a surge of
new investment and downtown revitalization thanks to the work of local business and community
leaders.

Dirty Girl Coffee, in collaboration with JobsOhio, Ohio Southeast Economic Development (OhioSE) and
the Athens County Economic Development Council (ACEDC), has announced the company is investing at
least $149,958 to renovate a building on High Street where it will expand its coffee roasting operation.

A $50,000 grant was provided through the JobsOhio Inclusion Grant program, which supports smaller
businesses in economically distressed areas and with owners in traditionally disadvantaged groups. The
program requires new job creation and capital investment and business activity in an eligible sector such
as manufacturing, distribution or technology.

Dirty Girl Coffee is a producer and wholesaler of craft roasted coffee, supplying restaurants, bars and
coffee shops and selling retail coffee at dirtygirlcoffee.com. The company was established in 2015 by
Jane Cavarozzi and Kara Tripp as a home-based business. Steady sales growth and a positive reputation
have resulted from an emphasis on making responsibly-sourced quality coffee and applying their social
mission to promote women’s economic progress in Appalachia.

The new location is a historic two-story building on High Street in Glouster, where Dirty Girl will install
roasting equipment, its packaging and shipping operation, product development, and company offices.
The location will also offer a walk-up counter for retail beverage sales. The company plans to create five
new jobs as a result of their growth.

"We are so excited to start this new journey,” said Jane Cavarozzi, owner Dirty Girl Coffee. “This project
will give us the opportunity to expand our operational capabilities and create jobs right here in Glouster,
Ohio.”

The expansion allows Dirty Girl Coffee to connect more closely with their community through their retail
presence. “We believe when women thrive communities thrive,” said Cavarozzi. “We are hoping to use
this space to have a greater impact on women's economic progress and facilitate our revitalization goals
in Glouster."

In addition, the nonprofit Glouster Revitalization Organization (GRO) is studying the feasibility of
redeveloping the historic Knights of Pythias Building at 106 High Street, which it acquired in July of this
year.

GRO is in the process of engaging architectural services for code review, bid documents, and
construction administration. OhioSE is providing a $10,000 grant to support the cost of the study.


https://dirtygirlcoffee.com/

GRO will consider various uses for the three story building, depending on their cost and community
needs. Future uses under consideration include a small business incubator for local food vendors, co-
working space, and a community meeting facility.

GRO has also received support from the Finance Fund in the form of an economic development grant
and is seeking to partner with a wide array of community impact organizations as they plan and
implement the redevelopment project.

“Glouster has a proud history, and we commend the local entrepreneurs investing to revitalize the
downtown and create jobs,” said OhioSE President Mike Jacoby. “Ohio Southeast Economic
Development and JobsOhio are happy to be able to help.”

The 9,000 square foot building was originally home to the local Knights of Pythias fraternal organization.
It has been occupied by various businesses over the years but has been vacant since the 1990’s.

Jane Cavarozzi is also the GRO Board President. "GRO is working to revitalize Glouster back to the
vibrant community it once was,” she said. “Our approach (and motto) is ‘One building at a time.” Our
goal is to create venues for small business by renovating buildings like the Knights of Pythias, creating a
strong foundation in which small business can get an affordable start, gain the coaching and guidance
needed to be viable, to grow and to succeed."

“The Glouster Revitalization Organization has already done so much for the Glouster Community,” said
Mollie Fitzgerald, Executive Director of the Athens County Economic Development Council (ACEDC).
“Dirty Girl Coffee’s revitalization project is a continuation of that great work and the ACEDC is proud to
serve as a liaison alongside OhioSE between Dirty Girl and the JobsOhio Inclusion Grant.”

Contact: Jane Cavarozzi, Owner of Dirty Girl Coffee and GRO Board President: 614-357-0017 or
jane@dirtygirlcoffee.com; Matt Englehart, JobsOhio Communications Manager: 614.300.1152 and
englehart@jobsohio.com; or Sarah Arnold, OhioSE Director of Communication & Marketing:
740.525.5510 and sarah@ohiose.com.

Glouster Revitalization Organization (GRO) is a 501c3 working on revitalization projects in Glouster,
Ohio. GRO consists of a dedicated group of Glouster area residents and business owners who are
working to revitalize our community by working on projects that eliminate blight, create safe spaces,
and support entrepreneurial efforts. Learn more at www.myglouster.com.

Athens County Economic Development Council is the champion of business in Southeast Ohio. We are a
public-private partnership committed to increasing economic opportunity in Athens County by
encouraging entrepreneurship, recruiting new businesses, and helping existing businesses grow and
expand. Learn more at www.athenscountyohedc.com.

Ohio Southeast Economic Development (OhioSE) is the JobsOhio Network Partner for southern,
eastern, and southeastern Ohio, providing economic development work and resources in 25 rural
counties; they are the newest and geographically the largest of the six regions across the state. OhioSE
partners closely with regional development districts, local economic development offices, state
agencies, and other entities to expand, retain, and attract businesses in the counties they serve. Learn
more at OhioSE.com.
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JobsOhio is a private nonprofit economic development corporation designed to drive job creation and
new capital investment in Ohio through business attraction, retention and expansion. The organization
also works to seed talent production in its targeted industries and to attract talent to Ohio though Find
Your Ohio. JobsOhio works with six regional partners across Ohio: Dayton Development Coalition, Ohio
Southeast Economic Development, One Columbus, REDI Cincinnati, Regional Growth Partnership and
Team NEO. Learn more at www.jobsohio.com. Follow us on LinkedIn, Twitter and Facebook.
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