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ü Among Army recruits, the portion of Black women is significantly higher than in 
the civilian labor force.**

ü 21.7% of Asian / Pacific Islander military members are senior enlisted (E6-
E9).***

ü The Marines Corps is the only service in which Hispanic men and women are 
overrepresented among recruits.**

ü 19.6% of American Indian and Alaska Native commissioned officers graduated 
from a military academy.***

*Pew Resource Center| ** Council on Foreign Relations| *** Department of Defense
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https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/09/10/the-changing-profile-of-the-u-s-military/
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/demographics-us-military
https://diversity.defense.gov/DE-I-Infographics/Demographic-Infographics/


ü 1993 |.ǊƛƎΦ DŜƴΦ WŜŀƴƴƛŜ [ŜŀǾƛǘǘ ƳŀŘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ 
fighter pilot, and was the first woman to command a USAF combat fighter wing

ü 2008 | Gen. Ann E. Dunwoody becomes the first female four-star general in 
military history

ü 2015 | Capt. Kristen Griestand 1st Lt. Shaye Haver become the first women to 
graduate from Ranger School

ü 2017 | The Coast Guard surpassed DoD with female representation, at 26.4%.

ü 2020 |! bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ DǳŀǊŘ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ !ǊƳȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ DǊŜŜƴ .ŜǊŜǘ

ü 2020 | Capt. Amy Bauernschmidtwas selected to command a nuclear-powered 
aircraft carrier for the first time in US Navy history
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*Council on Foreign Relations
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https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/demographics-us-military
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Administrative

CombatSpecialty

Construction

Electronic and Electrical EquipmentRepair

Engineering, Science, andTechnical

HealthCare

Human ResourceDevelopment

Machine Operator andProduction

Media and PublicAffairs

ProtectiveService

SupportService

Transportation and MaterialHandling

Vehicle and MachineryMechanic
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Maintain data and files on personnel, equipment, funds, and other  military-
related activities. They work in a support area, such as  finance, accounting, 
legal affairs, maintenance, supply, or  transportation.

Train and work as members of combat units, such as the infantry,  artillery, 
or Special Forces. May also operate various types of  combat vehicles, such 
as amphibious assault vehicles, tanks, or  smallboats.

Build or repair buildings, airfields, bridges, and other structures.  They 
also may operate heavy equipment, such as bulldozers or  cranes. Some 
construction personnel specialize in areas such as  plumbing, electrical 
wiring, or water purification.

Examples: Corps of Engineers, Horizontal Construction Engineer, Seabee, 
Red Horse, Technical Engineer (12T), Prime Power Production Specialist

Maintain and repair electronic equipment used by the military.  Repairers 
specialize in an area, such as aircraft electrical systems,  computers, optical 
equipment, communications, or weapons  systems.

9ȄŀƳǇƭŜǎΥ CƛǊŜ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭƳŀƴΣ DǳƴƴŜǊΩǎ aŀǘŜΣ {ƻƴŀǊ ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎƛŀƴΣ !ǾƛƻƴƛŎǎ 
Technician, Satellite Communications, PMEL/TMDE
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Perform a variety of tasks, such as operating technical equipment,  solving 
problems, and collecting and interpreting information:
Å Environmental health and safety specialists inspect military  facilities 

and food supplies to ensure that they are safe foruse.
Å Information technology specialists manage and maintain  

computer and network systems.
Å Intelligence specialists gather information and prepare reports  for 

military planning andoperations.

Provide medical services to military personnel and their family  members. 
They may work as part of a patient-service team with  doctors, nurses, or 
other healthcare professionals. Some specialize  in providing emergency 
medical treatment in combat or remote  areas. Others specialize in laboratory 
testing of tissue and blood  samples; maintaining pharmacy supplies or 
ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘǎΩ records;  assisting with dental procedures; operating diagnostic 
tools, such as  x-ray and ultrasound machines; or other healthcaretasks.
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Operate industrial equipment and machinery, and repair parts for a variety of 
equipment and structures. They may operate engines, nuclear reactors, or 
water pumps, usually performing a specificjob.

9ȄŀƳǇƭŜǎΥ aŀŎƘƛƴƛǎǘΩǎ aŀǘŜΣ .ƻŀǘǎǿŀƛƴΩǎ aŀǘŜΣ Dŀǎ ¢ǳǊōƛƴŜ {ȅǎǘŜƳǎ aŜŎƘŀƴƛŎΣ 
9ƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛŀƴΩǎ aŀǘŜ

Prepare and present information about military activities to the  military and 
the public. They take photographs, make video  programs, present news and 
music programs, or conduct interviews.

Enforce military laws and regulations and provide emergency  
responses todisasters:
Å Firefighters prevent and extinguish fires in buildings, on aircraft,  and 

aboardships.
Å Military police responsibilities include controlling traffic,  

preventing crime, and responding toemergencies.
Å Other law enforcement and security specialists investigate  crimes 

committed on military property and guard inmates in  military 
correctionalfacilities.

13Understanding MilitarySkillsets 2021 RecruitMilitary



Provide services that support the morale and well-being of military  
personnel and theirfamilies:
Å Food service specialists prepare food in dining halls, hospitals,  and

ships.
Å Religious program specialists assist chaplains with religious  

services, religious education programs, and related  administrative
duties.

Transport military personnel and cargo. Most personnel within this  
occupational group are classified according to the mode of  transportation:
Å Aircrew members operate equipment onaircraft.
Å Cargo specialists load and unload military supplies, using forklifts  and

cranes.
Å Quartermastersandboatoperatorsnavigateandpilot many typesof

smallwatercraft, includingtugboats,gunboats,and barges.
Å Vehicledriversoperate variousmilitary vehicles,includingfuel or water

tank trucks.
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Conduct preventive and corrective maintenance on aircraft,
automotive and heavy equipment, and powerhouse station  
equipment. These workers typically specialize by the type of  
equipment that they maintain:
Å Aircraft mechanics inspect and service various types ofaircraft.
Å Automotive and heavy equipment mechanics maintain and  repair 

vehicles, such as Humvees, trucks, tanks, and other  combat 
vehicles. They also repair bulldozers and other  construction
equipment.

Å Heating and cooling mechanics install and repair air-
conditioning, refrigeration, and heatingequipment.

Å Marine engine mechanics repair and maintain engines on ships,  boats, 
and other watercraft.

Å Powerhouse mechanics install, maintain, and repair electrical  and 
mechanical equipment in power-generating stations.

Examples: Aerospace Ground Equipment, Crew Chief, Light Wheel, Heavy 
Wheel, Abrams Tank System Maintainer, UPS Technician, Prime Power 
Production Specialist
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