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Military Veterans Represent
a Vast Talent Pool

The military services represent one of the largest organizations in the
world. As such, a wide variety of skillsets are required, much the same
as a large corporation.

Veterans offer civilian employers a wide variety of skillsets acquired
while in the service.
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Military Occupational Specialties (MOS)
can be confusing ...

Think of an MOS as a college major.
Sometimes they are indicative of a skillset, while other
times they are more general — like a Liberal Arts degree.
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The overwhelming majority of active-duty
personnel work in military employment
categories that have easily recognized
counterparts:
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Engineering, Science, and Technical
Machine Operator and Precision Work
Transportation and Material Handling

Executive, Administrative, and Managerial

There are literally thousands of Military Occupational
Specialties, but it doesn’t need to be overwhelming.
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=~ Many veterans have college degrees

All branches of the Armed Forces require their members to be high school
graduates or have equivalent credentials, such as a General Educational
Development (GED) certificate.

Officers usually need a bachelor’s degree. Some officers entering the service
may need to have education beyond the bachelor’s degree. For example,
officers entering as military lawyers need a law degree.

Bachelor’s degree and higher 32% 36%
Some College or Associate's 35% 25%
High School Graduate 29% 28%

Source for statistical information: Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor, 2018
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@ Diversity in the Military

The U.S. military is one of the most diverse workplaces in the world. As 43
percent of its active duty forces are comprised of black, indigenous, and
people of color (BIPOC) groups®, it serves as the largest single pool of
diversity talent available.

o @
Highlights
U Among Army recruits, the portion of Black women is significantly higher than in

the civilian labor force.**

U 21.7% of Asian / Pacific Islander military members are senior enlisted (E6
EQ)xx+

U The Marines Corps is the only service in which Hispanic men and women are
overrepresented among recruits.**

U 19.6% of American Indian and Alaska Native commissioned officers graduated
from a military academy.***

*Pew Resource Cenfet* Council on Foreign Relatign&* Department of Defense
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https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/09/10/the-changing-profile-of-the-u-s-military/
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/demographics-us-military
https://diversity.defense.gov/DE-I-Infographics/Demographic-Infographics/

) Women in the Military

When the draft ended in 1973, women represented just 2 percent of the
enlisted forces and 8 percent of the officer corps. Today, those numbers
are 16 percent and 19 percent, respectively, a significant increase over
the past half century.*

(] o
Highlights
0 1993|. NAId DSyd WSIYyYyAS [SIBAGH YIRS K
fighter pilot, and was the first woman to command a USAF combat fighter wing

U 2008 | Gen. Ann E. Dunwoody becomes the first female-&iar general in
military history

U 2015 | Capt. KristerGriestand F'Lt. Shaye Haver become the first women to
graduate from Ranger School

U 2017 | The Coast Guard surpassed DoD with female representation, at 26.4%.
i 2020|! Dbl GA2Yylf DdzZr NR a2f RASNJ 0SOI YS

U 2020 | Capt. AmyBauernschmidtvas selected to command a nuclgaswered
aircraft carrier for the first time in US Navy history

*Council on Foreign Relations
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Enlisted personnel make up about
83 percent of the Armed Forces.
The remaining 17 percent are Officers.

Enlisted personnel typically do
the following:

A Participate in, or support, combat
and other military operations, such
as humanitarian or disaster relief

A Operate, maintain, and repair
equipment

A Perform technical and support
activities

A Supervise junior enlisted personnel

Officers typically do the following:

A Plan, organize, and lead troops and
activities in military operations

A Manage enlisted personnel

A Operate and command aircraft,
ships, or armored vehicles

A Provide military personnel with
professional services in medical,
legal, engineering, and other fields

Let’s take a closer look at how each segment is organized.
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Understanding Enlisted Skillsets



Across the Services, Enlisted Personnel Span
a Wide Range of Occupational Specialties

Administrative
CombatSpecialty
Construction
Electronic and Electrical Equipmdepair
Engineering, Science, amdchnical
HealthCare
Human ResourcBevelopment
Machine Operator anéroduction
Media and Publi&ffairs
ProtectiveService
SupportService
Transportatiorand MateriaHandling

Vehicle and Machinerylechanic
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Administrative

Combat Specialty

Construction

Electronic & Electrical
Equipment Repair

Understanding Militargkillsets

Roles for Enlisted

Maintain dataand files orpersonnelequipment, funds, and othemilitary-
relatedactivities.They workin a supportarea,such as finance, accounting,
legalaffairs,maintenancesupply,or transportation.

Trainandwork asmembersof combatunits, such as thenfantry, artillery,
or SpeciaForces. Maylsooperate varioustypesof combatvehicles, such
as amphibious assault vehiclésnks,or smallboats.

Build orrepairbuildings, airfields, bridges, and oth&ructures. They
alsomay operateheavyequipment, such abulldozersor cranes.Some
constructionpersonnel specialize areassuch asplumbing,electrical

wiring, orwater purification.

Examples: Corps of Engineers, Horizontal Construction Engineer, Seabee,
Red Horse, Technical Engineer (12T), Prime Power Production Specialist

Maintain andrepair electronicequipment usedy the military. Repairers
specializen anarea,such asircraft electricalsystems,computers, optical
equipment,communicationspr weapons systems.

9EI YL SaY CANB /2yiNRtYlIy>X Ddzyy SNDA
Technician, Satellite Communications, PMEL/TMDE
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Engineering, Science,
& Technical

Healthcare

Understanding Militargkillsets

Roles for Enlisted

Performa variety of tasks,such aoperatingtechnical equipment, solving

problems,and collecting andhterpreting information:

A Environmentahealthand safetyspecialistsnspect military facilities
andfood suppliesto ensurethat they are safe foluse.

A Informationtechnologyspecialistsnanage andnaintain
computerandnetwork systems.

A Intelligencespecialistgjather informatiorand preparereports for
military planning aneperations.

Providemedical service® military personneland theirfamily members.
Theymaywork as part of a patienserviceteamwith doctors, nursespr
other healthcare professionals. Some specialz@roviding emergency
medicaltreatmentin combator remote areas. Others specialirelaboratory
testing of tissue and blood samples; maintaining pharmacy supplies or
LJ- G A Boprdsaassisting wittdental procedures; operatingiagnostic
tools, such as<-ray and ultrasoundmachines; or othehealthcaretasks.
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Roles for Enlisted

Operateindustrial equipment and machinergndrepair partsfor a variety of
. equipment andstructures. Theynay operateengines, nucleareactors,or
Machine Operator & water pumpsusuallyperforminga specifigob.

Production

9EI YL SaY al OKAyAadQa alGSz .2F0asl
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Media & Prepareand presentinformationabout military activitiego the military and
Public Affairs the public. Theytake photographsmakevideo programs, present newsnd
musicprograms,or conductinterviews.

Enforcemilitary lawsand regulations ang@rovide emergency

responses talisasters:

A Firefightersoreventand extinguistfiresin buildings, oraircraft, and

aboardships.

Military policeresponsibilities includeontrolling traffic,

preventingcrime, andresponding toemergencies.

A Other lawenforcement andecurity specialistsvestigate crimes
committedon military propertyandguard inmatesn military
correctionalfacilities.

Protective Service A
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Support Service

Transportation &
Material Handling
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Roles for Enlisted

A
A

A

A
A
A

Provideservices that support thenoraleand weltbeing of military
personneland theirfamilies:

Foodservice specialisigepare foodin dininghalls, hospitals, and
ships.

Religious program specialisssist chaplains with religious
services, religious educatigmograms,andrelated administrative
duties.

Transportmilitary personneland cargo.Most personneWithin this
occupationalgroupare classifiecaccording tahe modeof transportation:

Aircrew membersperate equipment onaircraft.

Cargospecialistdoad and unload military supplies, usifayklifts and
cranes.

Quartermastersand boat operatorsnavigateand pilot many typesof
smallwatercraft, includingtugboats,gunboats,and barges
Vehicledrivers operate various military vehicles,including fuel or water
tank trucks
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Roles for Enlisted

Conductpreventiveandcorrective maintenancen aircratft,
automotive andheavyequipment, andoowerhouse station
equipment. Thesavorkerstypicallyspecialize byhe type of
equipment thatthey maintain:

Aircraft mechanicsspect and servicearioustypes ofaircraft.

A Automotive ancheavy equipment mechaniosaintainand repair
vehicles, such ddumvees, trucks, tankand other combat
vehicles.Theyalsorepairbulldozersand other construction
equipment.

& Other Technicians A Heatingand coolingnechanicsnstallandrepairair-
conditioning,refrigeration,and heatingequipment.

A Marine engine mechaniegpairand maintainengines on ships, boats,
and other watercratft.

A Powerhousenechanicsnstall, maintain, andepairelectrical and
mechanical equipmenh power-generating stations.

Vehicle, Machinery,

Examples: Aerospace Ground Equipment, Crew Chief, Light Wheel, Heavy
Wheel, Abrams Tank System Maintainer, UPS Technician, Prime Power
Production Specialist
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The Enlisted ranks can be a guide for
employers about suitability for various roles

Often provide great development
talent in the most junior roles in a
company.

They are the “doers” in the service,
working well in teams to
accomplish daily missions using
their hands-on skills.

May include roles such as
maintenance technician, network
administrator, or driver.
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