
                      
 

Press Release: For Immediate Release 

MPR, A Multi-Modal Transload Center in Bellaire, Ohio Plans $9.5 Million 

Investment, Expansion of Rail Services 

Bellaire, Ohio: May 28, 2020 –– MPR Transloading, in collaboration with JobsOhio, Ohio Southeast 

Economic Development (OhioSE), and Belmont County Economic Development, today announced a $9.5 

million investment encompassing renovation and construction of 19,000 square feet of facilities along 

with infrastructure improvements at its Bellaire facility on 50 acres of land adjacent to the Ohio River 

and State Route 7.  

Infrastructure improvements will include utilities along with road and rail spurs on the newly acquired 

acreage providing for direct barge, train, and truck transloading. The entire development process 

including all infrastructure improvements is expected to be completed by November 2022. 

According to Natalie Brown, President of MPR Transloading & Energy Services, “As more companies 

realize the value of multi-modal transloading in Bellaire, Ohio, MPR’s growth has continued. We secured 

land a half mile south of our current transloading facility for business expansion.  Funding was obtained 

from our local bank, but we knew land development would not be viable without JobsOhio’s support.” 

“JobsOhio, Ohio SE, and the Belmont County Port Authority worked quickly and efficiently to provide 

funding for the project. Their collaboration with OMEGA, Appalachian Growth Capital, the Ohio Rail 

Development Commission, and our local bank, WesBanco, allowed us to formulate a plan to bring this 

vacant, brownfield property back to life,” Brown continued. “We are grateful for JobsOhio and the other 

partners’ assistance to expand MPR. This will allow us to create more jobs in Belmont County, attract 

new businesses to the area, and offer cost-saving opportunities to numerous organizations through 

multi-mode transloading.” 

The infrastructure improvements are being made with assistance through JobsOhio’s Ohio Site 

Inventory Program (OSIP) that includes a $2 million OSIP Spec Development Loan and a $500,000 OSIP 

Spec Development Grant. 

“Collaboration resulted in a successful effort to develop and revitalize this Bellaire property to be open 
for businesses and job creation before the end of next year,” said J.P. Nauseef, JobsOhio president and 
CEO. “JobsOhio’s Ohio Site Inventory Program, combined with important assistance from our local 
partners in Southeast Ohio, will result in a job-ready site providing significant competitive advantage for 
companies looking to grow their business from a premier multi-mode transloading location.” 

 
The approximately 50-acre site is minutes from I-70 located in the Village of Bellaire in Belmont County 

in an area called the Guernsey Street Industrial Park. The site is situated between industrial uses, the 

Ohio River and railways operated by NS and Wheeling & Lake Erie. Approximately 13 acres will be 



available near the Ohio River for transloading operations and laydown yards, an additional 9 acres for 

development, storage with facilities available for lease, and approximately 12 acres for site access and 

rail development. The properties have not been used for more than a decade. The primary development 

site was previously used as a block and brick plant and a coal loading facility.  

“The MPR Multi-Modal Transload Center in Bellaire will provide more opportunities to move bulk goods 

efficiently using the cost and fuel savings of barge and rail for long distances and truck for short 

distances,” said Mike Jacoby, president of OhioSE.  “The benefit of this investment will go beyond the 

expansion of the MPR facility to include the creation of economic activity in Bellaire through the 

attraction of related and synergistic businesses. This is an exciting time for the Bellaire area, eastern 

Ohio, the State of Ohio.” 

“It's exciting news to hear about the development of this tremendous river, rail, and highway property,” 

said Larry Merry, Director of the Belmont County Port Authority. “It's even more satisfying that this 

project is being done by Belmont County citizens, continuing to grow their business and grow the 

community.” 

 

Contact: Natalie Brown, President, MPR Transloading & Energy Services: 740.391.6716; Matt Englehart, 

JobsOhio Communications Manager: 614.300.1152 and englehart@jobsohio.com or Sarah Arnold, 

OhioSE Director of Communication & Marketing: sarah@ohiose.com. 

MPR Transloading is a multi-modal transload center that is your Gateway Distribution Point to nearly 

two-thirds of the US population that is reachable within a day’s transit. This includes the expansive 

Marcellus Shale Region as well as some of the largest manufacturing areas in the U.S. The company’s 

touch points also extend to certain Canadian provinces. 

JobsOhio is a private nonprofit economic development corporation designed to drive job creation and 

new capital investment in Ohio through business attraction, retention and expansion. The organization 

also works to seed talent production in its targeted industries and to attract talent to Ohio though Find 

Your Ohio. JobsOhio works with six regional partners across Ohio: Dayton Development Coalition, Ohio 

Southeast Economic Development, One Columbus, REDI Cincinnati, Regional Growth Partnership and 

Team NEO. Learn more at www.jobsohio.com. Follow us on LinkedIn, Twitter and Facebook. 

Ohio Southeast Economic Development (OhioSE) is the JobsOhio Network Partner for southern, 

eastern, and southeastern Ohio, providing economic development work and resources in 25 rural 

counties; they are the newest and geographically the largest of the six regions across the state. OhioSE 

partners closely with regional development districts, local economic development offices, state 

agencies, and other entities to expand, retain, and attract businesses in the counties they serve. Learn 

more at OhioSE.com. 

 

# # # 

  

mailto:englehart@jobsohio.com
mailto:sarah@ohiose.com
https://www.findyourohio.com/
https://www.findyourohio.com/
https://daytonregion.com/
https://ohiose.com/
https://ohiose.com/
https://columbusregion.com/
http://redicincinnati.com/
http://rgp.org/
https://teamneo.org/
https://www.jobsohio.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/JobsOhio
https://twitter.com/JobsOhio
https://www.facebook.com/JobsOhio
https://apeg.com/

