
 

              
 
 
Press Release: For Immediate Release 
 
General Mills Announces Partnership with JobsOhio and OhioSE to Create Jobs and Improve 

Operations at its Wellston Manufacturing Facility 
 
Wellston, Ohio: July 30, 2020 –– General Mills, a leading global food company and one of 
southeastern Ohio’s largest employers, announced a new project in partnership with JobsOhio 
and Ohio Southeast (OhioSE) that will expand their operations and bring more job opportunities 
to the Wellston area.   
 
The General Mills Wellston manufacturing facility specializes in making pizza snacks for its 
Totino’s brand and is one of the largest frozen food manufacturing facilities in the United 
States.  
 
The company will invest millions of dollars into its Wellston plant, and add jobs to reach a total 
of nearly 900 full-time employees at the facility. The project is focused on improving operations 
to be more productive and efficient, increasing overall capacity.  
 
Totino’s originated in 1951 as a family pizza parlor in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Today, it’s grown 
to make more than 300 million party pizzas every year for pizza lovers across the nation.  
 
Believing in the success of the project, JobsOhio and OhioSE worked together and offered a $1 
million development grant toward building, machinery, equipment and infrastructure costs.  
 
“General Mills has been a proud and active member of the Wellston community for 18 years,” 
said Carolyn Mendel, General Mills Wellston plant manager. “We believe we have the best 
employees making food the world loves and we’re grateful for the ongoing support from 
JobsOhio and OhioSE to expand this talent.” 
 
Jackson County Economic Development Partnership is also supporting the project with 
infrastructure improvements and an enterprise zone agreement for the location’s new 
construction plans.  Jackson County OhioMeansJobs and Area 7 Workforce Development 
provided significant workforce assistance to further develop and train employees. 
 



“We are very excited to be part of General Mills’ ongoing growth and success in Jackson 
County,” said Sam Brady, Executive Director of the Jackson County Economic Development 
Partnership. “Our team could not be more proud of the local support provided by the Jackson 
County Commissioners and the City of Wellston to assist our project team partners at JobsOhio 
and OhioSE in securing new jobs and investments for our community.”  
 
“This is a tremendous win for Jackson County. General Mills’ success in Wellston is yet another 
success story on the benefits of doing business in southern Ohio,” said Mike Jacoby, OhioSE 
President. “The new jobs and investment tied to this project will work to further ensure the 
long-term future of this plant.” 
 

. . . 
 
 
Contact: Laura Knutson, media.line@genmills.com, Matt Englehart, JobsOhio Communications 
Manager: 614.300.1152 and englehart@jobsohio.com, or Heather Church: OhioSE Director of 
Marketing, heather@ohiose.com. 
 
General Mills:  General Mills is a leading global food company whose purpose is to make food 
the world loves. Its brands include Cheerios, Annie's, Yoplait, Nature Valley, Häagen-Dazs, Betty 
Crocker, Pillsbury, Old El Paso, Wanchai Ferry, Yoki, BLUE and more. Headquartered in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA, General Mills generated fiscal 2020 net sales of U.S. $17.6 billion. 
In addition, General Mills’ share of non-consolidated joint venture net sales totaled U.S. $1.0 
billion. 
 
JobsOhio is a private nonprofit economic development corporation designed to drive job 
creation and new capital investment in Ohio through business attraction, retention and 
expansion. The organization also works to seed talent production in its targeted industries and 
to attract talent to Ohio though Find Your Ohio. JobsOhio works with six regional partners 
across Ohio: Dayton Development Coalition, Ohio Southeast Economic Development, One 
Columbus, REDI Cincinnati, Regional Growth Partnership and Team NEO. Learn more at 
www.jobsohio.com. Follow us on LinkedIn, Twitter and Facebook. 
 
Ohio Southeast Economic Development (OhioSE) is the JobsOhio Network Partner for 
southern, eastern and southeastern Ohio, providing economic development work and 
resources in 25 rural counties; they are the newest and geographically the largest of the six 
regions across the state. OhioSE partners closely with regional development districts, local 
economic development offices, state agencies and other entities to expand, retain and attract 
businesses in the counties they serve. Learn more at OhioSE.com. 
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